Mary-Lou started her professional life as a lawyer and was an elected member of the Adelaide
City Council. Her move to Melbourne coincided with senior experience in association
management, working for the Australian Institute of Architects as Legal Counsel and then as
State Manager for New South Wales. A career in marketing and public relations followed, in her
own business then for a publicly-listed company, acting for leading Australian and global
consumer brands, corporations and not for profits organisations. Her interest in politics has seen
her appointed as policy and media advisor to two former Federal Cabinet Ministers. In addition
to serving on the OBK advisory Board, she is on board of management of Of Substance
Magazine, Zone Chair for the Salvation Army’s annual Red Shield Appeal, and on the board of
the Australian Council of National Trusts and. She has lived in Sydney for 20 years and first
came into contact with OBK at its launch in 2007.



